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Islam 

Comparing World Religions Study 

History and General Information 

 Islam is the second-largest religion in the world (over 1 billion followers) 

 It is missionary-minded 

 The country with the most Muslims is Indonesia, with 120 million 

 “Islam” means “submission” 

 A believer is a “Muslim,” or “one who submits” to Allah and his law 

 Islam shares it origins with Christianity and Judaism in the ancestor Abraham 

 It emerged through the preaching of Muhammad (600s AD), who taught that he was another prophet correcting 

the perceived Jewish and Christian distortions of the true faith and religion of Adam, Noah, Moses, Abraham, 

and others 

 Muhammad’s messages were recorded by his followers as the text now known as the Qur’an (Koran), but most 

Muslims do not believe their religion originated with Muhammad (he is simply the final prophet in a long line of 

prophets) 

 Today, Islam dominates the Middle East, is prominent in Europe, and continues rapid global growth 

 A “Caliph” is one of the main leaders of Islam 

 An “Ayatollah” is a spiritual master or leader in Shi’ite Islam 

 Shari’a (Islamic) law plays a central role in all Islamic culture 

 Islamic law is derived first from the Qur’an and then from the example of Muhammad 

Sects of Islam 

 Sunni 

 The largest group, comprising about 80% of all Muslims 

 The Sunni Muslims said that Muhammad’s successor should be elected 

 Shi’ite 

 Believed that Muhammad’s successor should come from his blood line; saw his cousin, Ali, as the one to take 

his place as leader 

Five Pillars of Islam 

 These are five duties to be performed by all Muslims 

 Statement of belief 

 To become a Muslim, a person must publicly repeat the Shahadah: “There is no god but Allah and 

Muhammad is Allah’s Apostle (prophet).” 

 Prayer 

 Muslims pray five times a day—daybreak, noon, midafternoon, after sunset, early evening; must kneel and 

bow toward Mecca 

 Alms 
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 Muslim law today requires the believer to give 2.5% of his profit; the offering goes to widows, orphans, the 

sick, and other unfortunates 

 Ramadan 

 The ninth month of the Islamic lunar year is the highest of the Muslim holy seasons; Muslims are required to 

fast the entire month; food and drink, as well as smoking and sexual pleasures, are forbidden, but only 

during daylight hours 

 Pilgrimage to Mecca 

 This is called the Hajj and must be performed at least once in a Muslim’s lifetime; if it is too difficult or 

dangerous, the believer can send someone in his place 

 

Six Main Doctrines of Islam 

 Every Muslim must believe the following: 

 God—there is only one true God and his name is Allah 

 Angels—the chief angel is Gabriel, who is said to have appeared to Muhammad; there is also a fallen angel named 

Shaitan (Satan) and his followers, the jinns (demons) 

 Scripture—The Qur’an is Allah’s final word to mankind, superseding and overruling all previous writings (which 

have been corrupted by the Jews and Christians) 

 Muhammad—the last and greatest prophet 

 The end times—at the judgment, believers will be sent to heaven, unbelievers to hell 

 Predestination—“If it is Allah’s will” 

Monotheism 

 There is only one true God and his name is Allah; this belief is absolutely primary to Islam 

 The whole system of Muslim theology, philosophy, and religious life is summed up in this statement: There is no 

god but Allah and Muhammad is Allah’s Apostle (Prophet). 

 This is the first and last statement a person hears on earth 

 “Allah” is the personal name for God in Islam and means “the divinity” 

 Allah is unified (no possibility of a Trinity); any deviation from this basic belief is blasphemy 

 Allah was neither begotten nor beget nor has any associates with him in his Godhead; Islam teaches this in 

the most unequivocal terms 

 The greatest sin of all is assigning partners to God 

 However, for Muslims, Allah is the God of Moses and Jesus; they refer to the same God we do when we talk 

about Him; even Arab Christians use the term “Allah” referring to God, but their understanding of what this 

term means is obviously different from that of Muslims 

 Allah is unapproachable by sinful man; the desire of a Muslim is to submit to the point where he can hold back 

the judgment of Allah and inherit eternal life from Allah 

 The overwhelming impression of Allah is that he is sovereign, distant, and angry; yet, Muslims also believe him 

to be loving and merciful, always ready to forgive 

 Allah is the perfect, wise, and just Guide who holds all humans accountable for their deeds, both good and bad 
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 In the Qur’an, little is written about the essence and character of Allah, except the 99 names given to him, which 

in some way reflect his character 

 Allah is unified also in all of his actions, demonstrated by the fact that he wills everything that is and happens; as 

willer he may be recognized by the descriptions given him (99 names), but he does not essentially conform to 

any; from this is may be concluded that Allah is not necessarily loving, holy, and righteous in every situation 

 Allah is the sovereign creator of the world and mankind; he is transcendent, unique, and lord over all 

 He requires man to submit to him as an obedient slave—any idea of an intimate relationship with Allah is foreign 

to Islam 

Creation and Sin 
 Allah created all that is, including man, nature, and angels 

 Belief in angels is central to Islamic faith (one of the five main articles) 

 Satan was created before man and rebelled, but there is a great deal of controversy in Islam regarding the identify 

of Satan  

 The creation of the human race is also a fundamental Islamic belief 

 Adam was the first human created 

 Human nature contains no image of Allah, other than the fact that man has knowledge, will, and power of 

action 

 Human beings were created innocent and free but chose to sin against God; sin, however, is not lasting part of 

human nature 

 According to the Muslim perspective, Adam’s sin was only a single slip and was completely forgiven after his 

(and Eve’s) repentance.  It had no further effect on the nature of man and the rest of creation 

 Thus, because mankind is not “fallen,” humans have no need of a savior; because they are not “saved” either, 

they need to do good works, which alone will earn them the desired “salvation.” 

 Islam thus teaches that people are born innocent and remain so until each makes him or herself guilty by a 

guilty deed; Islam does not believe in “original sin.” 

 According to most Muslims, the prophets of God are either totally sinless or at least protected from major sins or 

shortcomings; since in Islam Adam is recognized as the first major prophet to mankind, it follows that Adam 

must have been spared from committing a major sin 

 Humans can achieve their ultimate good by obeying the regulations of divine commands prescribed in the Qur’an 

Prophets 

 According to Islam, prophets are needed for two reasons 

 Because humans are frail 

 Because Allah cares for his creatures 

 Therefore, Allah sends prophets to call people back to himself 

 Belief in the prophets and their Scriptures are two of the five doctrinal pillars of Islam 

 The prophet must be a human being, since Islam does not accept the doctrine of incarnation, or God in flesh 

 These prophets were either sinless or kept from major sins 

 Every prophet has proclaimed the same basic message, which consists of inviting the people to acknowledge the 

oneness of God, submit to his laws, and do good works in view of the afterlife 



 4 

Is
la

m
 |

 1
/
2

3
/
2

0
1

1
  

 Muslim tradition puts the total number of prophets at around 124,000 

 Most of the prophets mentioned in the Qur’an are biblical characters 

 Five are recognized to be in the highest rank 

 Muhammad (the apostle of God) 

 Noah (the preacher of God) 

 Abraham (the friend of God) 

 Moses (the speaker with God) 

 Jesus (the word of God) 

 Some include Adam (the chosen of God) 

 Abraham is considered to be the father of the Muslims, since the Jews claimed Moses and the Christians claimed 

Jesus (Abraham preceded them both, thus proving the superiority of Islam) 

 Muhammad is the greatest and last of the prophets 

 Muslim belief is that throughout history God has raised from each people a prophet or messenger; the prophet 

invites his people to worship the one and true God 

 The unity of the prophets’ mission and message plays an important role; it is an unbreakable chain from Adam to 

Muhammad 

 The charge of the prophets against other religions is that they have contaminated the pure belief, worship, and 

submission to Allah; Jews have repeated broken the covenant, Christians raised Jesus to equality with God 

 Jews and Christians are generally regarded as unbelievers because of their rejection of Muhammad as a true 

prophet from God 

 Jesus in Islam 

 According to the Qur’an Jesus was merely a human being who was chosen by God as a prophet and sent for 

the guidance of the people of Israel 

 He was a unique prophet, but was not the divine Son of God 

 Many Muslims believe the mission of Jesus was limited to the nation of Israel, and his revelation was basically 

one of confirmation and revision of the Mosaic covenant and law 

 The teaching in the Qur’an is that Christ was not crucified nor killed by the Jews, but that God made 

someone else look like Jesus and this person was mistakenly crucified as Christ 

 Based on some of the alleged sayings of Muhammad it is believed that just before the end of time Jesus will 

come back to earth, kill the Antichrist, kill all pigs, break the cross, destroy the synagogues and churches, 

establish the religion of Islam, live for forty years, and then be buried in the city of Medina beside the 

prophet Muhammad 

 

Muhammad 
 The prophet Muhammad is important both for the inception of Islam as a major world religion and for the 

shaping of Islamic theology and civilization for the past fourteen centuries 

 He was orphaned as a child, married at 25 

 Grew tired of the paganism and idolatry of his society 

 After years of meditation and solitude, he believed he received his prophetic call from God through the angel 

Gabriel 
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 A series of revelations followed and Muhammad’s ministry began 

 He called this new faith Islam (submission) and claimed that he was merely a warner to his people 

 His basic message consisted of belief in the one sovereign God, resurrection and the last judgment, and the 

practicing of charity to the poor and orphans 

 The Qur’an is the record of his revelations 

 In his hometown of Mecca, he was first persecuted for his new faith; he sought a new base of operation 

 According to Islamic tradition, one night the prophet was taken by the angel Gabriel from Mecca to Jerusalem, 

and then through the seven heavens where he visited with all the previous prophets, and then he was taken into 

the presence of God where he received the specific procedures for the Islamic worship of daily prayers 

 News of this event led to more hostility, and Muhammad and his followers left for Medina, the journey to which 

is known as the Hijira 

 To provide support for his followers, Muhammad authorized raids on the local commercial caravans (this also 

was to show the growing power of Muslim force to those who rejected and persecuted him in Mecca) 

 The Qur’an granted permission for such fighting, even providing incentives for it 

 Muhammad eventually gained military strength and victory over his opponents and Medina and later conquered 

Mecca as well 

 Muslims are fanatical in their love for Muhammad 

 Both his revelations in the Qur’an and other reports of his saying (hadith) and actions (sunnah) provide 

direction for every aspect of Muslim life and practice 

 According to a great Muslim theologian, “The key to happiness is to follow the sunnah (Muhammad’s 

actions) and to imitate the Messenger of God in all his coming and going, his movement and rest, in his way 

of eating, his attitude, his sleep and his talk...” 

 Muhammad is in no way considered divine; He was only a human being whom God chose to be the final 

messenger to humankind, and who was used as a means to introduce the purest and more perfect religion of 

Islam to the world 

The Qur’an 
 Muhammad did not write down his revelations but gave them orally; after each revelation, he would recite it 

(Qur’an means “reading” or “reciting”) 

 When he died, Muslims were convinced that God’s revelation to mankind was finalized 

 The Qur’an is slightly shorter than the New Testament; divided into 114 chapters, called suras 

 86 of the chapters were revealed in Mecca; 28 revealed in Medina 

 The suras are placed in order by length, not chronology 

 The style is that of direct divine address; God speaks in first person 

 Therefore, since the Old and New Testaments do not exclusively present this style, they are both 

disqualified by Islam as being God’s Word 

 The Qur’an is the expression of God’s will; it is not a human product, but came directly from God himself, 

revealed to Muhammad 

 It is the final light and guidance for mankind 
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End Times and Salvation 

 Islam is not merely concerned with the relationship of God and man in this world; the ultimate goal is the 

salvation of people in the world to come 

 The doctrines of eternity (salvation or punishment) can be viewed as the central theme of the Qur’an 

 Islam acknowledges that all people die; they then experience “life in the grave,” which is a very active place; 

believers who answer certain questions correctly are given more space in their tombs 

 In then end times, there will be universal disintegration of nature preceded by widespread moral corruption 

 Jesus will come, destroy the Antichrist, and establish peace and righteousness on earth 

 At the final hour, those who have died will be resurrected in bodily form to face judgment before the throne of 

God 

 The divine judicial process is carried out by the means of a scale, which is used for balancing the individual’s good 

deeds against the bad deeds 

 “Then those whose balance (of good deeds) is heavy—they will attain salvation; but those whose balance is 

light, will be those who have lost their souls; in Hell will they abide” (23:102-3). 

 The last phase of the process of judgment is the crossing of the bridge over hell 

 Unlike the faithful, those condemned at the judgment will not be able to cross successfully, but will fall into 

the abyss of hell. 

 According to Islamic teaching, part of Muhammad’s role is that of interceding for the salvation of people 

 Not only is Muhammad given the permission to intercede, but his intercession is so effective that many of 

those who had been originally condemned to hell are released from hell and taken to heaven due to the 

mercy of the prophet 

 Most believe that all but those who have committed the worst sin of denying the absolute unity of God have 

the possibility of being saved 

 For the Muslim, heaven is a place where believers find whatever their hearts desire 

 The faithful are promised the companionship of young and beautiful women 

 Those in heaven are content, peaceful, and secure; there are also references in Islamic teaching to spiritual joy 

that is far greater than any physical aspects of heaven 

 Some Muslim scholars teach that the idea of female companionship is not to be understood literally, but might be 

purely symbolic, and that the exact meaning will not be known until the believers enter heaven 

 Heaven is eternal, but there is not unanimous agreement on the duration of hell (though it is a place of torment) 

 Salvation 

 The Islamic view of human beings acknowledges no fallennes or depravity 

 Man’s fundamental problem is not usually viewed as rebellion against God, but as weakness and 

forgetfulness that are inherent in human nature 

 Islam does not identify with the Christian conviction that man needs to be redeemed 

 The Islamic conception of salvation does not include the element of regeneration (born again) 

 Salvation in Islam is for the most part a future state experienced only in the hereafter 

 The means to salvation in the hereafter on the human side are belief or faith and action 

 Good works are required for salvation; prayer is most important 
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 Islam teaches that heaven can be earned by the good works of the believer as long as he is careful to fulfill his 

religious obligations and makes up for his shortcomings by performing other favorable duties 

 There is no assurance of salvation in Islam; this is not considered by many Muslims a weakness but a reality 

that can motivate continued obedience 

 An exception to this is when one fights in a Jihad (Holy War).  This gives the devotee direct access to heaven 

should he so serve in the cause of Allah. 

Violent or Peaceful? 

 While many Muslims are peace-loving, those who commit acts of violence and terror in the name of God can 

find ample justification for their actions, based on the teachings in the Qur’an and the sayings and examples from 

Muhammad himself. 

 The majority of the Muslim world condemns acts of terror and violence, yet Jews and Christians are viewed as 

unbelievers and, therefore, enemies of believers 

 The vast majority of Muslim states have opposed Osama bin Laden since September 11 

 The attacks brought to the surface a long and bitter struggle between Muslims over the meaning of jihad and the 

nature of true Islam 

 The Qur’an uses the term jihad in terms of spiritual struggle 

 The Qur’an also uses jihad about “holy war” or just war 

 Muhammad engaged in war 

 Muhammad taught that Islam must be spread to the whole world 

 Islamic law justifies self-defense and certain acts of war 

 Muslims conquered non-Arab lands and peoples through war 

 Muslims divide the world into two parts: Islam and non-Islam 

 Many Muslims believer that all countries should follow Islamic law 

 Many Muslim countries are non-democratic and crush dissent 

 The vast majority of Muslims believe that none of the above points justifies terrorism. 

 They believe that bin Laden would be condemned by Muhammad and has disgraced Islam 

 Muslim extremists believe the opposite 

 They view their actions as true jihad or “holy war” against infidels and the enemies of Islam. 

 In the end, we are left with a world of two Islams 

A Response 

 Don’t believe everything you read in email forwards; do your own homework and be informed 

 Be sure to be more on fire for Jesus than you are against any particular faith 

 Be aware that shutting down public discussion and expression of faith affects us too 

 The three key topics of discussion between a Christian and a Muslim should be the nature of God, the identity of 

Jesus Christ, and salvation by grace alone apart from works. 

 Christians can share with Muslims that the Christian God transcends man’s limitations and sinfulness because He 

cares about people individually and He loves individuals 

 Divine love is a concept often missing from Islam, and yet it is essential to human peace and happiness with God. 
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 Many Muslims will refuse the Christian view of Jesus because they consider our Scriptures to be distorted and 

untrustworthy; at this point, it is wise to present them with information regarding the trustworthiness, 

inerrancy, and inspiration of the New Testament. 

 It is important to share the good news that salvation and peace with God do not depend on one’s own insufficient 

efforts, but on the grace of God displayed through the atonement of Jesus Christ on the cross.  Biblical salvation 

depends only on the work and love of God, not a measure of man’s good or bad deeds. 

 Point out the difference between the views of God; the God of Islam is too far removed from people to be 

personally involved or concerned; not only is he impersonal, but he also emphasized judgment to the exclusion 

of love, and he motivates people by fear rather than by grace 

 There is no historical evidence to support Muhammad’s contentions that either the Jewish or Christian Scriptures 

have been corrupted; in addition, his teaching in the Qur’an is based on revelations which he initially believer 

were demonic in origin (he later, obviously, changed his mind) 

 Islam is an aggressive and impressive world religion.  It appeals to those who welcome a religious world view 

which permeates every facet of life.  However, it is ultimately unfulfilling.  The Islamic God of strict judgment, 

Allah, cannot offer the mercy, love, and ultimate sacrifice on mankind’s behalf that the Christian God, incarnate 

in Jesus Christ, offers to each man even today. 

 Focus more on the positives of Christianity and the gospel than on the weaknesses of Islam. 
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Handbook of Today’s Religions by Josh McDowell & 
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